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BLACK LACQUER PANEL, BLACK LACQUER PIANO
ART SEASONS BEIJING 8 June —7 July 2013

In the exhibition Black Lacquer Panel, Black Lacquer Piano, Tony Trembath continues his long interest in
museum practice and in particular conventions of museum presentation. His installation of 13 sculptural
works constructed in wood and black lacquer is the consequence of a long collaboration in Beijing with a
furniture factory. The factory specialises in antfique furniture restoration and reproductions for export. They
make fake antiques. While antiques are the business of museums most would prefer to have no imitations in
their collections.

Although these works mainly have the appearance of Chinese table tops and all with the same black finish,
they function in the gallery as generic artworks. They are reminders of conventional formats for museum
paintings — landscapes and still-life, panoramas and portraits for instance or ambitious contemporary
paintings. The main focus is on the interaction between these black rectangles and the gallery space itself -
almost like a written document or research paper on museum presentation in the western tradition.

However this could be any exhibition in any museum or gallery, in any country; the works serve only as a
reference and draw on our memory or experience as gallery visitors.

Now with the actual content as “paintings” removed, these black lacquer panels can “speak”. They speak
of the relationship of artworks with the architectural space that displays them; they speak of the conventions
and language of hanging and the consequent interaction between adjacent or near works; they speak of
the importance of proportions and exact placement in this tradition; they speak of the curator behind the
white walls, and they present a cross-cultural dialogue which can only draw on the unique personal
experience of each viewer. Itis an ambition of Black Lacquer Panel, Black Lacquer Piano that in the
process of looking, new pathways and new experiences may evolve. And if none of this happens or maybe
after it happens, the dense black works have a stillness that in itself should be enough.
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Black Locd@er Po.nel, Black Lacquer Piano / HE4EN, HEINE
2008

Songmu timber and synthetic lacquer with pigment

3 Panels: 110X 110X 15cm, Piano: 130X 135X 690cm
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Black Lacquer Landscape Leaning, Black Lacquer Portrait Hanging / & B H-ig, B M G-25
2008
Songmu timber and synthetic lacquer with pigment

180X240X 15 cm, 120X90X15cm
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Black Lacquer Split Panel / 2.3 XU

2008
Songmu timber and synthetic lacquer with pigment

150X400X 15cm
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Black Lacquer Panel, Salon Hang / S EER-V>
2009

Songmu timber and synthetic lacquer with pigment
Installed:300X 400X 15 cm
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Black Lacquer Panel, Museum Scale / &4 -THY1E
2009
Songmu timber and synthetic lacquer with pigment

180X240X 15 cm



